The  enormity of  the  social  and economic  cost  of  these
mine  disasters  compels   I  take note  of  the  great  and  continuing
hazards  that both operators  and miners   face   twelve years
after  enactment of the mandatory  safety  standards  and
almost   six years after  the  Scotia Mine  disaster.     The  latest
news  bulletins  disclose  that  during  the   five-day period
between  December 3  and 8,   1981,   27 miners  were killed  in
coal mine  accidents  and explosions  and  that   deaths  among
underground  coal miners  in  1981 were   the  highest  in  seven
years.     Even as  this  is written a mine  explosion at  the
R.F.H.   Goal Company  in Craynor,   Kentucky  is  reported to have
killed  seven more miners  for  a total  of  33  miners killed in
less   than  two months.

Meanwhile,   MSHA has   indicated  that   it   intends  to  comply
with  the  administration's  budget-cutting plans by projecting
the  elimination of up  to  150 underground  coal mine  inspectors,
reducing the number  of enforcement  personnel   from 1,629  to
1,479.   12/    At  least  153 miners were killed on the job  in
U.S.   coal mines  during  1981,   compared with  133 in all  of
1980.     To  reduce  the enforcement  effort  by  10% when  fatal
accidents  are up  1570 represents   the kind  of  callous  illogic
that  few  intimately engaged in  coal mine  health and  safety
can  endorse.

L2/     Due  to  action of the  Congress,   another  210 metal  and
nonmetal mine   inspectors  have been  furloughed. reduce  disasterous
